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PROLOGUE 
Our society attempts to mask and covers what underneath has long been the 
degeneracy of human and nature. When we consciously look for latent vestiges 
amidst the scars, and make persistent effort and unintentional contact, a new 
perspective is depicted. 
Although man's basic environmental needs are extremely simple and rudimentary, 
there is no need to walk the side path between spirit and matter. However, when 
we try to drag, displace, and twist the state of man and matter, the highly 
sensitive and exicted state forms a projection of perception and the impact 
of consciousness. 
Architecture, I believe, is thus not just a displacement of being. But it intends to 
become a tear of being or to expand and wander. 
I agree with Chi, Tieh-Nan^ "Architects have already been urged to go beyond 
the realm of simply imaginary. An architect must be an allegorist or prophet, 
plunking sounds beyond the strings and summoning from his crystal ball. People 
may be unwilling to accept unconditional enlightenment, but they can't escape 
these enticing magic words. At the same time, an architect is a wandering soul, 
passing through the flow ofthe centuries. A certain kind of mysterious endowment 
will be the necessary symptom of architecture. Mystery is not necessarily 
unapproachable. It is perhaps extremely prosaic: a kind of nihilistic state 
encompassing manmade functions." 
Mass dancing in Happy Valley is the project reveals the unprecedented change 
in the political atmosphere after the return of the Hong Kong sovereignty to 
China. Acting as a string or a crystal ball, it opens up reader's perception to 
rethink our position in the post Hong Kong society. 
1. Chi Tieh-Nan, Tangibleintangible (Tai-pei shih: Tienyuan cheng shih wen 
hua shih yeh yu hsien kung ssu, min kuo 87, 1998) p. 12-15 
up: glamerous or empty 
dn: life of posters 
M /卞 THE KWAN 
Initiation 
The project is initiated by my interest on the scenery seen in Hong Kong. 
AXA insurance building in Wanchai, An typical office building which enveloped by an huge advertisement 
board which is totality unrelated to the building in content, arouses my inquiry on the relationship between 
the mask and the body. 
The advertisement on the MTR train surface. Recently, the surface of the train is covered by advertisement. 
Again, unrelated to the train itself, also not expected by the passengers. However, our eyes unconsciously 
follow the message on the fast moving object creating a new way of perception that we are not noticed 
before. 
The advertisement poster on the bank shop front. A story appears on every weekend but not noticeable. A 
business takes place on the surface. A recycle of attachment and detachment is out of the normalcy, but still 
continues. Only I spent two days to take the shots in front the shop and notice the fact. 
The three phenomenon is common by their physically existence which is attached on a body. They are a 
surface, a mask, appears around us at any place and time. It is a matter of how we perceive them. 
EXPLORATION 
Mask and Modern Society 
Modern man is modern by virtue of an unprecedented split between his exterior and interior 
Beatriz Colomina 
In primitive society, the mask gives social identity of its bearer. While, modem man uses the mask to conceal 
any difference, to protect his identitylThe description of modem man as "new primitive" by Aloof Loos 
seems to be too ironic�，but i  states the fact that our conscious detachment of the internal self and its 
representation by means of masking. Schizophrenic patients, suffered from this dilemma of uncorrespondence 
,are actually the witnesses of the modem society. They instead of serving himself as a kind of anchoring 
center, the self is dispersed outward. They are unwilling or unable to conform to the standard but fragmented 
expectation of modernity, and yearning instead for some kind of subversion or escape" .^ Sociologists Peter 
Berger, Brigitte Berger, and Hansfried Keller explain such unprecedented dualities are largely as a result of 
administrative demands to separate means from ends and of the componential nature both of machineiy and 
of bureaucratic mechanismsMn modem city, our behaviour is paced equally, stripping off the individuality 
by machine. We are in a city where reality is not anchored in the place itself, but its displacement, in a place 
that is not a place because everything is fluid, to stop is to mask oneself, to cease to be real, to cease to have 
meaning. 
Elizabeth Grosz elaborates her argument of Bodies-cities^ by not limiting on the machine. She describes the 
rapid transformation of an environment is unconducive to the body, inscribed by one culture milieu, finds 
itself in another involuntarily. Such insertia of the body or the involuntary shifting one's mind is masked up 
to perform the sameness among the mass, the social norms. It implies a form of power is governing our 
actions. 
2. Beatriz Colomina, Privacy and publicity —modern architecture as Mass Media, (London: MIT Press, 1994) p.9. 
3. For Loos, every member of the crowd is an artist: everyone is complying on the surface but masking his interiority, his sexuality, but 
also its creativity, his power of invention. In the end, everyone is new "primitive" 
4丄ouis A. Sass, Madness and Modernism, (New York: Harper Collins Publisher, 1992), p.372 
5.RBerger, B.Berger, and H.Keller, The Homeless Mind: Modernization and Consciousness (New York: Vintage Books, 1974), pt. 
l,p.23-115. 
6. Elizabeth Grosz, Space, Time and perversion (New York: Routledge, 1995) p. 108. 
Mask & Power 
The spirit enjoys the multiplicity and craftiness of its mask, it also enjoys the feeling ofsecurity behind them. 
Such security also affords the masker a Machiavellian control over others because the masker ’s true nature 
remains a mystery. 
Friedrich Nietzsche? 
Friedrich Nietzsche describes that mask, on the one hand, can keep oneself secure for being the sameness 
among the mass, for concealing the difference; on the other hand, it allows one to control the others by 
mastering the skill of shielding the intention behind. The beauty is that the power overrides the others by 
putting off the receiver's refusal, through delusive action or association, which is manipulated by the mask of 
the power executed. The multiplicity nature of mask is widely utilized in drama.It has been devices in drama 
to demonstrate social relationships or role of the actor. Susan Valeria Harris, in Masks in Modem Drama^ has 
categorized the expression of mask from 225 western play since 1896 as follow: 
Firstly, are those individuals who assume a mask or protective persona, a hard shell shielding a vulnerable, 
sensitive personality. Secondly, are those individual whose mask are imposed on by another or by a group in 
order to force the individual into a socially recognized norm. The power of the mask is so great that the 
wearer metamorphoses, albeit reluctantly, to accommodate the mask. Thirdly, are those individuals whose 
mask is the only face. The self is defined completely by externals; the only definition of the self is in the role 
or in the mask. Fourthly, are those individuals whose mask is an image ofa better self，an ideal toward which 
the imperfect self strives for spiritual completion. Fifty, are those individual consider group mask as a conscious 
collective. They may mask for political protection or out of cowardice. 
mask 、 P o w e r 
Among her five descriptions of mask, the second form of the mask creates the greatest tension within an 
individual resulted from the paradoxical struggle between the power and the self. Schizophrenic patients are 
those victims who cannot withstand such paradoxical condition, while the majority in society are already 
adapted to that condition. However, there is some condition that the self is unbounded by challenging the 
power. 
7. Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, trans. Walter Kaufmann (New York: Random House, 1966), p. 160. 
S.Susan Valeria Harris, Masks in Modern Drama,{London: University of California Press, 1984) p. 127. 
Political protest is an act of subversion to the dominant power of the authority. It is 
initiated by personal indignation, since the disclosure of identity and standpoint set 
himself/herself in a condition deviated from the social norm, an act of exposing 
one's identity and position. The mass protest is the aggregation of each individual 
intrinsic reaction, a moment of the liberation of the mask. Political protest is a 
confrontation towards the power. There is an intention of reversing the domincance 
of the autonomy, the source of power. The power, in this case, is an explicit 
representation of the authority which carries a physical, tangible form. 
In some cases, the form of power is being distorted and metamorphosed to become 
intangible, as described by Friedrich Nietzsche mentioned before. The city of 
Anastasia, the treacherous city described by Italo Calvino carries such character,"If 
for eight hours a day, you work as a cutter of agate, onyx, chrysoprase, your labour 
which gives form to desire takes form desire its form, and you believe you are 
enjoying Anastasia wholly when you are only its slave.”9 This is the way of living in 
a capitalist socity. One of the mirror of this scenery appear in the event of Horse 
Racing, which the excitment of Hong Kong life. The mass yell for their betted horses, 
throwing away the social burden, liberating oneself in whole expression.The whole 
event of horse racing offers an escape of grievance on the unbalanced distribution 
of capital. The power of overriding the mass is invisibly collected through every 
betting by individual. More importantly, the mind is consciously adapting to the 
control derived from the desire to jump to the higher hierarchy in the society; to 
possess the capital to override others. In this case, the power is intangible. It is the 
value of the society—desire in a capital society. The Royal Jockey Club is not the 
source of the power, by the fact that it is a charitable organization. The source of the 
power comes from the system of the capitalist society. Then, the horse racing event 
can be seen as a cycle of generating desire of the mass. While, the capitalists, standing 
away from the event are the final beneficiary. 
Power 
from upto dn: 
political protest; 
self confronts with power; 
horse racing audience 
self absorb the power 
9. Italo Calvino, The invisible city, trans, William weaver (UK: Vintage, 1997)p.l2. Power 
5 
The ultimate way to liberate from the struggle between self and the power is deadth, 
when one has lost the congition of self. When the mass are dead, they are stripped 
off the bodies, the physical shells decay to earth, witness the death of the mask. In 
the earth, the dead lose hierarchy and the concept of self. 
Remembrance to the dead is a memorable action, a truly emotional outburst. It is 
a personal instinctive reaction, which most tend to leave off the power. Such moment 
is the refreshment of being. It liberates ones out of the rapid transforming 
environment to an unbounded environment where time and changes have no 
meaning. It induces one to seek for the individuality, the own being, the way to 
perceive the reality of self. ^ 
\ 
up: man in mass tomb 
dn:empty shell 
Perceiving Reality 
狐 at is familiar is what we used to; and what we used to is most difficult to 'know'——that is, to see a 
problem; that is, to see as strange, as distant, as outside us 
When we are living in a society attempting to mask and cover the reality.And we 
urge to hold stronger to an object by ways of its likenessi�, irrespect of whether it 
is the reality or the delusion of the mask. Repetition and similarity generates a 
defined character that one tends to read or select to read confidently. However, to 
read does not mean to know. To see the reality, one has to be perceived in an 
exacerbation of the normal situation. The attachment of the advertisement posters 
on a bank's shop front at weekends has frozen a latent vestiges over the normalcy, 
(refer to pagel: the dead of posters) The evanescent appearance record the leakage 
of normal state which we take for granted. The fragmented collective memory of 
Friedrich Nietzsche 
10 .Beatriz Colomina, Privacy and publicity —modern architecture as Mass Media, (London: MIT Press, 1994)p.26 
6 
� y 
^ ™ I _ f 
mX's I? W ‘ I 
S h fri I r T f 
r k : r 寧：‘y 
『 ： 诗 一





up: human ladder 
the mass whoever passed by at the particular time carries meaning. Through the camera, 
we has witnessed and discovered the uniquness of the nature of that business�i, which 
seems to be familiar, but not notice consciously. How architecture set the lens to 
perceive reality? 
To see the whole life cycle of the posters, one has to stand at a location for two days, 
though such action is some sort ridiculous and contradictory to the intended purpose 
of the repetitive arrangement of the posters, which is for a short glimpse of the message 
along the fast moving space, the reality is perceived. Along the conventional practice 
of everyday live, we are taking the discipline as granted through daily repetition and 
habit. By reinvestigating the discipline, and rearranging the parameter of the habit 
enables a speculative, implicitly critical way of thinking on the scenario made. 
The silent film of Buster Keaton sets up an unorthodox yet logical solution to an 
ordinary problem. Caught on the third floor of a tenement building in Neighbours, 
Keaton wants to be with his love in a room directly across a back alley. By having two 
neighbours, located on the floors below him, step out of their respective windows at 
the same time, Keaton forms a human ladder. The vertical section of the tenement 
building is used to create the solution to gap that separates Keaton from his love. Such 
solution is not necessary, but it rearranges our perception, redefining the relationship 
between horizontial and vertical displacement. 
With the close inspection of an existing situation, triggering a speculative "What if.. ，’ 
question that postulates an alternative derived from the logic of the study. The question 
frames an inquiry that resonates with the conventions of the situation, to exacerbate 
the logic of the given situation to illuminate that, which is already strange within it. 
As a continues study on my master 1 project- the political theatre which study on the 
phenomenon of Voting culture in Hong Kong, I have selected the issue of political 
culture in Hong Kong,after 1997 for the thesis study. 
11. Such business involves an anonymous organization in charge of printing and posting, surive at the edge of the society. 
12. Friedrich Nietzsche, the Gay Science, trans. Walter Kaufmann (New York: Vintage Books, 1974), p.301. 
After 1997, there are some changes in the political atmosphere in Hong Kong. Such 
changes are largely related to the conversion of the sovereignty under the system of 
“one country, two system" policy proposed by the former President of China, Deng 
Xiaoping. Such policy is to ensure a smooth transition and continuity of Hong Kong. 
Under the Basic law, Hong Kong people are being promised to enjoy the non-
interruption of their live style for 50 years after 1997. However, some turbulence 
appears in the post-Hong Kong society, questioning the validity in realising the promise. 
The redeployment of the Director of Broadcasting, Ms Cheung Man Yee, by the SAR 
government has created a lot of controversies. The scandal of such arrangement is 
described as a pro-Beijing attitude of the SAR government in expense of the "one 
country, two system policy". Since the Standing Committee member of the Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference, Tsui Sze Man had attacked the Radio 
Television Hong Kong (RTHK), as a government owned organization, criticizing the 
Beijing government and the Hong Kong government. Although, he explained that he 
has just only criticized the policy of RTHK, not pointing towards Ms Cheung, he 
hoped that after her leaving the post, RTHK would support the government policy in 
its programs. Other pro-Beijing figures are also criticizing RTHK's custom position 
and style should not continue after 1997. 
Beijing government has long been controlling the channel of news and information 
broadcasting. The duty is performed by Xinhua News agency, as the official 
broadcasting station. After 1997, the attitude of the RTHK is facing a different scenario, 
a different political environment. The SAR government action has aroused the 
discussion of whether the freedom of speech in Hong Kong is deteriorating. The event 
of broadcasting Taiwan representative on "two states theory" in RTHK is the preview 
of such argument, followed by the SAR's proposal for the establishment ofa regulating 
body for the media. The government has been criticized for shifting the public's attention 
uprformer President, 
Deng Xiaoping 
dn:Cheung Man Yee 
ISSUE 
"One Country" over "Two Systems" 
"One countiy, two system" is the fundamental concept of ruling Hong Kong after 
1997. It describes the relationship of Hong Kong and Mainland China as one nation, 
with two different systems of ruling mechanism based on the origin of capitalist-
based and the socialist-based societies. Under such an ideal concept, Hong Kong is 
situated in a new environment, which is alienated from the general public. Singapore's 
Senior Minister Lee Kuan Yew has described in an public lecture that" in the past 30 
years, I was impressed by the Hong Kong people's optimistic, confident attitude 
towards the difficulties. They are never being frustrated and feel loss. However, I am 
astonished by a completely different atmosphere appeared in Hong Kong nowadays. 
They feel frustrated in situating in a confused policy. ” He argued that British 
government had let Hong Kong people leam the idea of freedom of speech, the public 
election system, independent judiciary system, etc... and returned Hong Kong with 
deep-rooted democratic concept to China. Therefore even after 1997, Hong Kong 
people will refuse to lose the valuable thing they leamt. 
Moreover, he felt that Hong Kong people feel embarrassed and uncomfortable to 
describe their identity, which is supported by a survey on the issue of Hong Kong 
transition made by the Hong Kong Baptist University. The result finds that the older 
generation describes themselves as “Hong Kong — Chinese people", while the younger 
one as "Hong Kong people". Being asked whether agree to sing the Chinese national 
song and the ceremony of rising the national flag at school, 85% parent claimed 
disagree. Such figure has revealed being classified as a Chinese people, they feel 
uncomfortable. Lee Kuan Yew suggested Hong Kong people's self-cognition have to 
be defined and be apparent. Otherwise, it would be very difficult to establish a mass 
spirit between the SAR government and the general public in order to achieve a new 
social norm. The meaning behind the term "Hong Kong Chinese" is relevant to the 
up: Chief Executive, Tung 
Chee-hwa 
mid:end of colony 
dn:startofSAR 
on challenging the press undisciplinaiy report on sensationalism and invasion of privacy 
to the assumption of the public on the prospoal of supervising media. The counterstones 
of Hong Kong society used by the international community to measure the one-country, 
two-system policy. What is ironical is that the policy promoted by the China 
government is being shaken by the own hands of the SAR government led by the 
Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa 
idea of "One country, two system". We are living in a Special Region, which is part 
of China, a minority of people compared with those in Mainland China. The deputy 
director of the law committee of the National People's Congress Standing Committee, 
Qiao Xiaoyang said that Hong Kong people should emphasize more the "one country" 
in the “one country, two systems" policy. His saying is followed by similar sentiments 
expressed by the Deputy Director of Xinhua News Agency, Zheng Guoxiong, that 
“According to President Jiang Zemin, Hong Kong should leam more about "one 
country". The mainland should leam more about "two systems". Such message gives 
an implication that the China government suggests SAR to remind people that "one 
country" comes before "two systems" in the relations with the mainland and regards 
as a failure on the deficiency of the implementing the idea by the SAR government. 
Reacted by Elsie Leung Oi-see, the secretary for Justice of the SAR government, 
she shares the same view and urges Hong Kong to shed their arrogance and leam 
more about mainland. In the issue of the right of abode, she said the mainland had 
its own legal system and people should not take for granted that Hong Kong's ways 
of doing things are the best. 
Mr. Lee further explained that Hong Kong had not prepared enough in the transition 
period to prepare the integration and cooperation with China. In the meantime, 
when the last governor Chrsis Patten held numerous of press conferences, they had 
induced the expectation of Hong Kong people on the same performance by the 
coming Chief Executive as open and responsible for the people. Actually it polarized 
the people in two extremes. One is idealist following the presumed political attitude 
and way of doing before 1997. The other is pragmatist. The Democrats, the 
representative of the former group, which supposed to be most representative of the 
people as they received the highest number of votes in the last legislative elections, 
are known for their opposition to many of the practices of the mainland and the 
SAR government. The denial from the invitation by the Chief Executive, Mr. Tung 
in the National Day celebrations, which was an occasion for all Chinese, regardless 
of their political inclinations, to celebrate, is one of the evidence that the mainland 




up: Xinhua News agency 
dn: mass protest 
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The Xinhua news agency was established in Hong Kong as a base for the promotion 
of Mainland China in 1947. It is believed that it is not only a pure official news 
agency broadcasting the news of the China, but also commonly recognized as the 
representation of the China authority. In 1950, the establishment of external relationship 
between the British and the Chinese government, the Chinese authority has requested 
for establishing an official organization to represent the authority. However, it was 
being rejected by the fact that its sensitive status in a British colonized Hong Kong. 
Therefore, the news agency functions more than the name suggested, carries abnormal 
additional mission, as has been described as the underground embassy. As approaching 
1997, its role becomes more and more dominant in Hong Kong, the organization 
become the focus of the mass media for speculating the attitude and getting information 
from the Chinese authority. It functions mainly as follow, thought not openly 
acknowledged.( Refer to Interview with Professor Lee Kok Shai for details) 
Communicating with the Hong Kong people 
Overseeing the state enterprise in Hong Kong 
Handling Taiwan affair 
Exchanging information between China and Hong Kong. 
Since it is the commonly believed that the News agency carries the highest China 
authority in Hong Kong, any anti-China emotion or conflict by the interest and will of 
the public on the policy and intention implemented by the China authority will be 
directed towards the organization. On the other hand, the News agency simply bulldozes 
through controversies with a consistently stubborn line: whatever we do is none of 
any bodies business. This attitude has merely reinforced suspicions asit is involved in 
all sorts of nefarious activities. 
The changes in the representation of Power of Chinese authority in Hong Kong 
Under "one country, two system" policy, China would not interfere the internal affairs 
of the SAR government as promised again by the latest deputy director of Xinhua 
news agency, Jiang Enzhu. In fact the role of Xinhua news agency has been changing 
along the history of Hong Kong. It is a good subject to study the transformation of 
power of the Mainland China represented in Hong Kong. 
ifT 
I 
The role of the Xinhua New agency in the post-reunification Hong Kong has never 
been explained clearly; in fact, Xinhua officials are positively piqued each time they 
are asked about it. The query is that since Hong Kong has been part of China after 
1997, the existence of Xinhua New agency should not perform the same as the past. 
According to the "one country, two systems" policy, China would not infringe on the 
power of the SAR government on the internal affairs, as the deputy director always 
emphases in press, the role of the organization has changed. The power of the 
organization has been diluted by the changes in bureaucratic structure. President Jiang 
Zemin has openly stated that the Chief Executive is directly responsible to the China 
Central Government, he has the right of high autonomy on the internal affairs of Hong 
Kong. Other provinces in China cannot interfere to the matters. Therefore Xinhua 
News Agency, as an external organization of the national Council should follow the 
same rule. There is now the real possibility that Xinhua will eventually be redundant 
in the real power of authority. However, its existence after 1997 confirms the 
acknowledgment of Hong Kong as a part of China. In fact the role of communicating 
the Hong Kong people with Mainland China is still valid and become extensive. 
The China Central government has rejected the Hong Kong deputies of National 
People's Congress from establishing an working group to execute the affairs of directing 
communication between the Mainland China and the Hong Kong people; instead the 
working group could be performed by the Xinhua News agency. It suggests the status 
of the agency is still exist. Under the propaganda of “one countries" over "two systems", 
how the image of Xinhua be altered to clean up its tarnished image and implant the 
concept to Hong Kong people is not yet known. But, it is sure that the Xinhua should 
not be remaining underground as the sovereignty has returned. By putting a human 
face, or employing a public relations firm would be a way to establish its standpoint 
in Hong Kong. 
up: President Jiang Zemin 
and Chief Executive 
Public media in Hong Kong 
News is the source of information, the acquaintance of knowledge and development of mentality. Therefore, 
when the political invasion happens in a country, the news broadcast station is usually the first target of attack 
in a country. In fact, in Mainland China, news control is the ftindamental means to unite the mentality of her 
people. In 1989, the news interruption on reporting the Tinanemena Square has suppressed the people in 
China to raise the political campaign in higher level. News media as the mouthpiece of the China government 
authority is the effective means to unite the nation by uniting the news contents. 
Under the principle of Basic law, beside the external affair and the military affairs, Hong Kong has its 
independent right to govern itself. When the freedom of speech is the significant criteria of measurement of 
"one country, two systems" policy, the establishment of an news broadcast source in Hong Kong to reflect 
the China government's policy and option does not infringe the statement of the policy, as long as others 
attitude of news reporting are not suppressed. In fact, in Hong Kong, the claimed ‘left paper' takes up the 
role of voicing the policy and opinion of the China Government. However, their means of report cannot cater 
for the appetite of Hong Kong people nowadays. Instead, newspaper such as "Apple News daily", "The Sun 
News daily", which have integrated the ingredient which is attractive to the reader, although there is distortion 
in their means. The fact is it shows the ideology of the Hong Kong people, which demand the visual and 
spiritual stimulus in an information explosion age. 
13 
HYPOTHESIS 
Before 1997, Xinhua News agency, exists as the highest representation of China authority in Hong Kong, has 
contributed a great effort on creating a respectful and mutually trusts relationship between the Mainland 
China and Hong Kong. Struggle between the Hong Kong and the China authority becomes stronger and 
stronger as 1997 was approaching, which is because of the misunderstanding of the two parties and lack of 
an effective communication channel, has challenge the great agenda of reunification of China. Numerous 
political protest to the China sovereignty, targeted to the agency building has burden the Hong Kong people 
with a state of anxiety and emotional complexity to their eagerness for the return to the motherland. Two 
years after 1997, Hong Kong is part of China; the communication between both parties has increased. However, 
there is still a deviation from the cognition of "Chinese" identity. The celebration of the anniversaiy of the 
establishment of the People's Republic of China showed the lack of the participation and engagement of the 
general public. Hong Kong people, original Chinese, assimilates extensively with foreign culture under the 
colonial ruling of the British government, have to be assisted to adapt their inherited but distant identity and 
follow the main direction of the Mainland China to achieve the cognition of "one country" 
The two parties, the Xinhua News agency and the committee on the promotion of civic education of the SAR 
government will joint hand toorganize the proposed rehabilitation program. I being a Hong Kong citizen, 
employed by the organization set up the goals for the program areas follow: 
14 
To reinforce the understanding of the China, the idea of "one country" 
The secretary for justice of the SAR government, Ms Elsie Leung Oi-see urges the need of the Hong Kong 
people to understand more on China. Under a new political scenario, Hong Kong people are generally 
disappointed by the social and political phenomena after 1997 because of the derivation from their expectation. 
Such expectation is built on the consolidated conception under the ruling of British. The program is to 
provide education and inducement to Hong Kong people for adapting the altered identity. 
To redefine the image of the China authority in Hong Kong people's perception 
After reunification of Hong Kong to Mainland China, the role of Xinhua has to be redefined. At the same 
time, the accumulated grievance of the Hong Kong people against the authority would not be health for the 
establishing an integrated relationship with China after 1997. Eliminating the political embarrassment of the 
organization under a British ruled Hong Kong, it is to find the cuddly cadre with common touch to reach out 
to the people of Hong Kong. 
15 
INTERVENTION 
left: mass dancing, 
right: horse racing 
By borrowing the collective interest of the mass towards the horse racing activities as the trigger point, the 
place is redeveloped to rediscover the unique opportunity of the site- Happy Valley on holding the mass 
within a small city of Hong Kong. 
By widening the spectrum of activities, the place is re-developed with China-Hong Kong characteristics. 
Entertaining activities are proposed as a means to dilute the symbolic meaning and its history of the 
Xinhua news agency in Hong Kong, to remove the scar on the place ever marked, to express the new era 
of the sovereignty. Such activities will take place on this unique location, being organized by the Xinhua 
Radio station. The station provides 24-hour programs to transfer live activities on the place. Besides, news 
report as the main programmes, “mass dancing on every night", “horse racing hotline" and other similar 
nature of programmes as a means of Uniting the people of Hong Kong. 
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JUSTIFICATION OF THE SITE 
left: photo in 1999 
right: photo in 1900 
The site is defined along the Wong Nai Chung Road along the racecourse buildings. It is one of the few place 
that can accommodate a huge amount of people constantly in a small and dense city in Hong Kong. Also, the 
periodic nature of mass gathering generated by the horse racing event give the unique moment, which is 
collective and a deep-rooted ritual for lots of the Hong Kong people, (refer to user's profile) 
It is a coincidence that the Xinhua News agency building stand at the position that is facing the racecourse 
playground, which is defined by the ellipse race track. Such unintentional (I believe) but abnormal situation 
give a strong potential to create an architectural relationship between the racecourse and the Xinhua News 
agency. Architecturally, the racecourse building read as a thick wall along the Wong Nai Chung Road. The 
existing horse racing museum directly facing the Xinhua News agency building is the leak between the Wong 
Nai Chung Road and the racecourse playground. A strong formal gesture is potential implied. With reference to 
the St. Peter's Plaza and the Tinanemena Square, the expression of power in the city form is studied on the site. 
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PHYSICAL SETTING 
1• Roller-skate park 
2. Xinhua News agency 
3• subway 
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The site is defined along the edge of Morrision Hill Road and the Wong Nai Chung Road. The physical 
settings of the site are composed in an unorthodox tension: the detachment of the representation and reality; 
the visibility and reality; meaning and the physical being. This contributes to the schizophrenic nature of the 
site. Schizophrenia means, in medical term, a person in uncorrespondence between the exterior representation 
and the interior self. 
There is always a dual interpretation of the setting in the site. In fact, the name "Happy" valley suggests a 
relative sense of "sadness". Coincidentally, the cemeteries carry the opposite atmosphere in the racecourse. 
Along the traffic spine, which is concentrated with traffic circulation, connects the distinctive positive zones, 
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the Xinhua News agency building, the racecourse and the cemetery. They are positive in a sense that they, by 
nature, bear a strong unique character in terms of building program. However, their real program (self) is 
somehow masked up in different degrees. Besides the positive zone, the site also characterizes the nature of 
masking in the negative zone. Negative is in a sense of its hidden and undefined in present nature. The 
subway, skyover, cross-island, roller-skate park and the gymnasium carry such property. 
Xinhua News agency 
Its typical office looking appears generally in Hong Kong, actually masking the news agency with complex 
organization structure and its significant meaning as the highest authority of China government in Hong 
Kong. Without detail architectural composition suggesting significance, the national flag at the top of the 22 
storey-high building and a small national badge at the top of the main entrance are the only clues to suggest 
the power of the authority. The entrance of the building is right at the edge of the pedestrian and defined in a 
secure manner by the only opening on a hard, cool color marble wall as public entrance. There is another 
entrance to get access to the building, which is located at the Hau Tak Lane as an official entrance. The 
communication between the inside and the outside is not encouraged. Such low profile architectural expression 





Racecourse main building 
".TTL V： J • 
The main building of the race-course, functions mainly as holding spectators, locates at the west Wing, 
shielding off the Wong Nai Chung Road. Such longitudinal physical form defines as a wall discouraging the 
communication between the racecourse and the western side of the environment. At the eastern side of the 
building, it embrace the glamorous view of Hong Kong 一 the high-rise commercial building with health 
blue sky as background. At the western side, it shields off the views towards the cemetery and the heavy 
traffic. Such a constrasting and unorhtodox relationship give the site a schizophenic character. 
The cemeteries locate along the hill can be perceived by two extremely different ways along the Wong Nai 
Chung Road. At the pedestrian level, wall shields the cemeteries and only small, narrow opening to define 
the entrance. A Chinese saying" 夕 雜 詩 古 社 , 他 刹 > 1 辦 也 相 ！ ^ ，，are displaced on the wall 
right oppose to the racecourse building suggesting an warning signal. At the highway level, the whole cemetery 
can be perceived completely . Except the Roman Catholic cemetery, other cemeteries do have a readable 
arrangement of the graves. The Roman Catholic cemetery has a formal, symmetrical structure defined by the 
path and the chapel at the end of the central path. An orderly world for the dead creates a contrast to the 
chaotic surroundings. 
20 
n _ � 二 m 
Subway 
The subways along the edge of Wong Nai Chung connecting the QE stadium, the News agency building and 
the racecourse are the main pedestrian circulations, which are covered up by the traffic road on ground. In 
such case, the ground phenomenon does not correspond or directly reflect the underground phenomena. In 
other words, the ground surface acts as a mask to detach the both sides' phenomena. In the subway, the 
orientation is lost due to the absence of the reference to the surrounding environment, but only through 
reading the sign. However, the sign is only an external device detached from the location to which it is 
refering. 
Cross-island 
There is a longitudinal pedestrian island along the middle of Wong Nai Chung Road. It is a physically 
defined zone, but not so in terms of pedestrian flow. It is only accessible at two points, one opposite to the 
News agency via the crossing, the other opposite to the Roman Catholic Cemetery. They are the drop-off 
points for the tram. Such continuous physical definition of the zone, but discontinuous access points suggest 





A small basketball court size gymnasium is located inside the Hong Kong Cemetery and underneath the 
flyover. A vibrant space located in the silent area is an abnormal combination. The place of leisure and the 
enjoyment is contrasting with the place of sorrowness. They set up an unorthodox contextual relationship on 
meaning and their physical being. 
Fly-over 
The site is shattered by the higways, which connect the Abedreen Tunnel to the Victoria Harbour Tunnel. The 
fly-over is so wide that it defines the skyline along the Wong Nai Chung Road; is almost doubles the earth 
surface. Standing beneath the fly-over, one is contained within a volumn with a blurring the relationship 
between inside and outside. 
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The roller-skate park at the Morrison Hill Road, opposite to the News Agency building is an unexpected 
program out of the context of the area. Situated dominantly at the comer, it is under-used. It is a park that so 
specific that only serves for the minority, usually the youngsters. The surface of the park is made intentionally 
in typology for the purpose of roller-skate activities. On the other hands, it limites other activities that can 
happen on the place. Mass gathering is not possible. Moreover, the heavy concrete barricade around the park 
gives a definite boundaiy isolating it from the surroundings. It is a sensitive site because of its position 
adjacent to the News Agency building where numerous mass gatherings and political protests have taken 
place. Protestors can only gather around the pedestrian passage outside the building because of the limited 
area at the surrounding. Such limitation is, on the one hand, site-inherited; on the other hand is intentionally 
planned by the authority. A flower barricade outside the building further eliminates the space for gathering. 
The roller-skate park, thought separated from the building by the traffic road, is the most dominant place 
facing the building, It has raise the suspicion of masking up the intention of preventing mass gatherings at 




Xinhua News Agency, H.K. Jockey Club and Cemetery are three very different 
functional organizations with sigificant meanings. They create an unorthodox tension 
programmatically and spatially. Such tension is extreme but yet kept calmly; embedies 
the logic already exists, but hidden to us. The composition of the News Agency, 
racecourse, cemetery creates a dramatic and constrasting nature creating a paradox of 
imagination as follow: 
News Agency building Racecourse cemetery 
confrontation of power absorption of power absence of power 
China Britain neutral 
protest leisure remembrance 
serve for the live serve for the live serve for the dead 
unperiodic periodic periodic 
closed semi-open open 
discourage encourage neutral 
exchange of information exchange of money exchange of body 
state 
anger happy sad 
human-human human-horse, human-soul 
loud loud silent 
Xinhua News Agency is established in 1947 aimed to be an external promotion agency 
of the Mainland China. Since the organization is sustained behind an closed and 
uncommunicative door, its system and ftinction is mysterious and especially sensitive 
under the 1997 problem. Towards 1997, its role became more controversial as the 
greatest representation of the authority of China. Numerous protests took place, in 
which the communication between the protestors, who accumulated outside the building 
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with the wire bar to restrict their movement, and the authority was single way. It 
accumulated deeper and deeper misunderstanding and confrontation. After 1997, under 
one country, two systems policy, Hong Kong is ruled as a Special Administrative 
Region of the People's Republic of China. The role of Xinhau News Agency has 
changed. 
Before, H.K. Jockey Club is formed, horse racing is organized by a small group of 
foreign rich businessmen and government officials. In fact, the culture of horse racing 
is not a traditional southern Chinese tradition, but imported from British in 1841 
carrying a strong colonial symbolism. In fact the previous name "Royal Jockey Club" 
suggested the meaning. Nowadays, it becomes the entertainment of the local people. 
Many treat this enterinament as a paralyse in the chaos. In fact, a saying that the 
racecourse is a symbol of decorating the prosperity of Hong Kong, covering up the 
chaotic situation of the society. It is also the symbol of captial power. The horse 
reaching the destination meanings millions dollars flow in a second. Carrying the 
members of the Jockey Club represents a social status recognised by the insitution 
There are three cemeteries in the site, namely Muslin Cemetery, Roman Catholic 
Cemetery and the Hong Kong Cemetery. A stunning rhym written outsides the door 
of the Cemetery ， 她 i 义 他身 1；?牧 相同，’ In English, it is a word 
said by a dead, "today my body is buried here, On the other day, your body will be 
the same." It seems to be a warning towards the alive that the all the power you earned 
cannot be buried into the earth.The earth as a neutral possession, the dead buried 
within it. 
25 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT BEFORE RACE 
member entrance 
ky-over 
V.J.P. entrance. ..、 
Public entrance 





traffic drop-off 26 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT AFTER RACE 
TRAM 
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NORMAL TRAFFIC ROUTE 
vehicular line 
tram line 
public transport drop off 28 
MASS GATHERING PATTERN 
protestors sit on the ground 




I traffic block 
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DESIGN CONCEPTS 
1 • To create an architectural setting that contain the mass, the venue 
that holding the different mass activities. The concentration of the 
mass creates the scenery of power, which is attached to the authority. 
Such venue, although exist, is underdeveloped. By designing the 
interface between the Xinhua News agency building with the 
racecourse playground, an architectural reaction is reformed. 
2. Converting the Wong Nai Chung Road to form a public complex 
and foyer to the cemeteiy, racecourse and the Xinhua News building. 
Activating the area by a circulation spine with new program as 
catalyst to give the character of the place, a new definition of the 
place. 
3.The scar of the people towards the place is washed by external 
emotional stimulus. An sensory overload environment is created as 
a process of baptism towards the place. (Refer to precedent on 
Fremont Street for details.) 
V 
V 
up: Happy valley and new setting 
middle: mass 




The project involves the urban re-configuration of the Happy Valley. It is proposed to be financed by the 
China Government. In Hong Kong the organization is the representative office of China government in Hong 
Kong, which is the former "Xinhua News agency". 
Xinhua News agency consists of two main offices before 1999. One is the fake name for the highest 
representative of the China authority located at Happy valley. The other one is the real news agency office 
located at Wanchai. In 1999 November, two years after 1997, the fake name has been legitimated and 
renamed The function is to strengthen the communication between Hong Kong people and the Mainland 
China, without infringing the independent ruling system of the SAR government. The office has been re-
located and will occupy in the office building in Sheungwai. 
Such relocation is explained officially as the reduction of the office size after 1997, although being speculated 
as the action to dilute the symbolic meaning left on the re-organized office in the new era. 
(Refer to the interview record with Professor Lee Kok Shai for detail) 
User profile 
Every Hong Kong people belongs to the users group. At present, the major population generator is the 
racecourse event, which takes 40,000 attendant in each race events. A million people bet each day at-off 
course betting branches. 780,000 people use telephone-betting system. Such figure suggests the wide coverage 
of population attached to the events either physically attend or through other transmission media. The proposed 
new programs are expected to widen the spectrum of the users. 
Site Constraint 
The site is only occupied by large amount of people at some moment，or else unnoticeable. 
The entry and release of the spectator after the horse racing events 
The mass demonstration 
The Ching Ming Festival 
Such huge fluctuation of population is the character of the site. Such events create an outburst of population, 
which at present is undermined in the site condition. At present, the Wong Nai Chung Road connecting the 
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population's activators at both sides is mainly occupied by the vehicular circulation. The release of the 
attendants after the racecourse will occupy half of the road in expanse of the vehicular flows. Special vehicular 
arrangement is undergone at eveiy event. (Refer to diagram of site analysis). 
Therefore, to widen the spectrum of users in the area on a constant time basis requires a solution to balance 
the vehicular and the pedestrian flow. 
Space program 
The area of the site defined along the Wong Nai Chung Road is approx. 2.9 hect. Besides the public corridor 
which connecting different areas of the programs, the program brief consist of the Xinhua radio station and 
its public facilities. 
The radio station is located in the existing Xinhua News Agency building by occupying several floors. 
Others area in the office is proposed to rent out for other clients. The existing building of the Xinhua News 
agency carries a significant meaning, not on its architectural composition, but of its existence. 












Area (sq. m) 
1300 
780 
400 X 7 = 2800 
170x3 = 240 
Total 300 
Users 






i. Mass dancing open space _ 
It allows the large group of public to dance. The target group is those partkDiparTtraTlh^i^^^^ r^^inf 
events. In order to let the participants to dance at the same pace, a big video screen is installed, broad-
casting the leader of the dancer who is performed on a dominant platform. 
ii. Studio and 24-hr on live news broadcast 
The Xinhua news agency collects the news from the worldwide stations, most importantly, the news from 
the China authority. The news is programmed and broadcasted lively in an on-live studio. A video 
screen is installed also to expose the special events happen on the location. 
iii. Banquet hall & bar 
It allows small and large scale of dinning events. For causal gathering, bars 
iv. Lecture hall and classrooms 
It provides a place for study group and tutorial class. 
provided. 
V. China property show-flat selling and exhibition 
It introduces the China investment potential and exhibition tour on the China property development. 
vi. Office for administration 
It is the working space for the above activities committee. Also it meets the public who express their 
viewpoint. 
vii. Accommodation 
It provides the temporary accommodation for those overnight sit-up protestor. 
/Spatial arrangement: scattering, diffusion 
In the past, the Xinhua News Agency building has been the icon for the mass demonstration. To dilute 
such emotional impression，which does not help the Hong Kong people to understand their relationship 
with the China under the different scenario after 1997，the spatial movement would not be concentric, but 
diverse and penetrating. To support such movement, the program spaces are scattered and diffused into 




DESIGN RECORD ON THE FIRST CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 
Concept 1 
Dissolve the rigidity of the organization 
/Program: introduce "soft" and "friendly" program as representation 
a 
Concept 2 
/Activated by the Horse racing events 
Horse racing events happens on every Wednesday night and Saturday afternoon. In Hong Kong, it takes 
place in Happy Valley and Shatin. Usually, the Wednesday night event happens in Happy Valley. There 
are around 40,000 attendant in each race event. A million people bet each day at off-course betting 
branches. Moreover, 780,000 people use telephone-betting system. Such huge figure suggests the wide 
coverage of population. This is the opportunity to borrow the time, place of the event to introduce the 
program which is specific to the ideology of the Hong Kong people. 
i. cure the despair 
Ideology of horse racing: In a capitalist society, there is an uneven ownership of production resource 
under a system of mass production. The capitalist enjoys the high degree of power in the production line 
and also on the politics. The labors are being deprived. They are being separated in the production 
system not only on the basis of job distribution but also geographically. Such intended strategy is to 
prevent the gathering of the labors to create a united opposition and challenge the capital class. Their 
oppression is channeled through consumption. HorseRacing is the most representation of such ideology. 
It is the consumption of desire to get higher consumption power, the desire to jump to the capitalist class. 
More importantly, it allows the mass to gather together in a controlled and safe way, as a release the 
sense of separation in their daily production. In the event, their attention of gathering is shifted to a thing, 
which bring them emotional excitement and happiness. They are not pointing to the capitalists, but on 
the horses. They are "isolated together". It is a cycle, as the event of horse racing continues, people 
become addict to such consumption. The capitalist power to overbear the mass labors can be main-
tained. 
ii. population generator 
The event has a broad coverage of population. It is the time and place for those people with high social 
status to socialize, which is the essential way to keep social bond. On the other hands, it allows people 
with low social status to participate in low cost. By capturing such a mixture of population before and 
after the events, it creates the major users group for the new program. 
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While the people is 
i. power to control belief: dance leader & news reporter 
Such forced establishment of the relationship is expressed through the same media 
trained to follow the movement of their bodies same as the dance leader, their mind is also programmed 
into the a "follow" pattern when they hear the news broadcast by the agency which is speaker of the 
China government. 
ii. power in financial terms: establishment of joint on the project between China authority & the 
Jockey Club 
The turnover of the events contributes to the 15% of the H.K. government main revenue. The establish-
ment of the relationship between China authority and the Jockey Club imply their significant position in 
the society. 
iii. power to control emotion/ temptation 
Dancing and horse racing are both emotionally uplifting events. Such behavior is expressed in a way 
such that the another interpretation is possible. The happiness brought along in dancing in front of the 
agency building interprets as an act of celebration. 
IV. power to control movement: random to directional 
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Concept 3 
/Implicit ultimate power 
Under the Basic law, the China government is obliged to not interfere the policy and rule of the Hong 
Kong government, except the possession of the military and external affairs. Although under two different 
systems, Hong Kong and China is the same country. Such power of existence of the China government 
IS expressed in an "transparent" and "mask" format, the ideology, which is the powerful origin of human 
behavior，but "invisible" and "inprovocative" because of its varied interpretation nature, on symbol 




Concept generating process 
It is the record of the intuitive exercises to generating idea and concept. It is the supplement of the 
previous section on the concept statement. Model is used as the media to communicate the idea which 
IS subject to different interpretation. ， 
i. Core concept model 
It is a test on the dimension of mask and reality in the reading 
A readable rectangular block which cover up the mess joint, 
which is the essential part to formulate a block. The reality of 
the mess joint is masked up by the rectangular surface. To 
read the reality, the observer requires a different angle to see 
an object. 
ii. Movement exploration 
It is a machine to demonstrate the transformation of movement from: 
Random to directional 
Slow to fast 
Mass to single 
Loose to congested 
i. Abstraction of the site 
Reading the earth as neutral 
Reading the surface of the blank wall, the ground and the surface of 
the Xinhua news agency building as a plane. 
Reading the dead (nail) as anchor on the ground of the cemetery; 
the human being as flowing in the sky in the racecourse. 
Reading the content of the news agency as impermeable and hard 
Reading the movement inside the race course as cycle, movement 
outside as directional 
Reading the blank wall of the racecourse building as a separation of 
two extreme worlds: glamorous, deadly 
Jsa. 
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iv. Conceptual model 1 
This model is the transformation model of the abstraction site model 
To post the question of "what i f : 
Intensify the extreme by direct confrontation 
Flowing the glamorous side to the deadly side 
Coating the hardness with glamorous surface 
V. Conceptual model 2 
To continue the thinking logic, what if 
Remove the hardness and represent in the surface 
Engagement of the human being detached from the neutral ground 
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Building elements 
The synthesis of the concepts and transformed in building forms. 
i. News broadcast tower 
It locates adjacent to the existing Xinhua News building and structural independent. It is the anchor point 
of the site where the attention engaged on. The News broadcast tower symbolizes the respect of the 
freedom of press in Hong Kong, not excluding the China one. It also is the platform of the dance leader 
which allow a focus of attention at the plaza. ’ 
ii. Plaza 
The plaza takes the form of a triangular shape as a response to the setting of the existing Xinhua News 
agency building when the protest is undergone. The converge of the mass population to a singular line 
allow the police to control the protest effectively. Under the current policy, mass gathering has to be 
permitted by the police beforehand. 
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Underground tunnel 
To allow the dispersion of the mass in an effective way without obstruction to the traffic, 
iv. Dancing platforms 
allow mass dancing. They locate strategically to allow a clear viewpoint to the dance leader plat-
V. Functional rooms 
They include halls for dinning banquet, book fairs, tutor, etc. They locate along the circulation path to the 
entrances of the racecourses. 
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The site is bounded by heavy traffic. 
The pedestrian load is underrated at 
the initial urban planning especially at 
the time of race horsing event, the 
mass demonstration and at the Ching-
Ming festival. An underground pedes-
trian tunnel is designed for the mass 
population dispersion. The circulation 
spine drives the people to the plaza 
for mass gathering and then diverts 
back to the ground. Escalators are 
provided for direct access to the 
upper level of the racecourse main 
building. Spatially, the boundary of the 
racecourse is loosen and expanded at 
the public underground tunnel and the 
plaza. Such spine is acts as a unifying 
component to merge the different 
context. The existing underground 
tunnel is remained to corporate with 








up spectator platform 
Conversion works are made at the public 
wing of the racecourse building. 
i. Tunnels are proposed to connect from the 
ground level in the racecourse to the 
underground circulation spine underneath 
Wong Nai Chung Road. 
ii. The spectator platform in-between the 
ground and first floor is extended horizon-
tally outside the existing building and 
cantilevered out 4m above the Wong Nai 
Chung Road. The betting hall at the 1/F is 
relocated to the new platform. Such 
platform is also the place for mass 
dancing. 
iii.The existing staircase along the 
periphery of the building is pulled out 
from the skin of the existing building and 
relocated at the new extension. In such a 
way, the visual and physical connection 
between vertical circulation and the 
dancing platform is strengthened. 
dn 





Along the Wong Nai Chung Road, the space defined by 
sky-over, which is 9.7m around the ground, creates a 
potential room for the new program. Another level is 
inserted between the sky-over and the ground with 
headroom of 4m. The rooms consist of multi-fimctional 
rooms for banquet, book fairs and tutors, etc. They are 
accessed by the escalators at the underground level. 
On the other side of the functional rooms, a tilted 
platform is proposed for mass dancing which is 
pointing to the news tower (the dance leader platform). 
Such space beneath the sky-over is also connected to 
the extended platform at the 1/F of the public wing of 










With reference to the conceptual model 1, where the 
attempt of folding the glamorous, speculating atmo-
sphere inside the racecourse to the opposite side along 
the Wong Nai Chung Road is formulated in this design 
option. The dialogue, though silent, between the 
cemetery and the horse racing is intensified. While man 
is looking at the horse running, the dead is looking at 
them dancing. Such analogy reading creates scenery, 
which require the observer's unusual interpretation. 
Like the core conceptual model. Such analogy is the 






RECORD ON DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
After the previous stage, several 
adjustment and focus have been shifted. 
In this design phase, the design concept 
and program is further consolidated. 
During this exploration process, the 
significance of the junction between the 
Xinhua Building and the Racecourse 
museum is revealed. 
STRAGTEGY DIAGRAM 
44 
The relocation of the horseracing museum directly facing the Xinhua building 
to extend the plaza to the surface of the racetrack has strengthened the 
visual connection between the two areas. A Concave sectional plaza is 
formed. The news broadcast tower is the focus in the area, although the 
engagement with the people is weak. Also, the relationship with the 
racecourse and the plaza is still not yet defined. 
The lower level of the Xinhua is integrated with the infrastructure to form a 
complex. A complex that is facing the public and open up the dialogue with 
the public. 
Moreover, the consideration of uplifting the Wong Nai Chung Road vehicular 
circulation to air is begin to appear in this scheme. However, adding an 
additional layer of the fly-over underneath the space of the existing fly-over 
will worse the pedestrian level by blocking the infiltration of light and 
reducing the head room on ground level. An idea of creating the additional 
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Option 2 
The integration of the low part of the Xinhua Building and the infrastructure 
is further investigated. Th e entrance of the building is extended below the 
infrastructure. Facilities are shared by the officers and the public like the 
library, visual and audio rooms, etc. 
The idea of creating a main entrance for the racecourse playground is 
developed. Such that the plaza becomes the junction of the main circulation 
flows，the influx of the complex and the central focus. 
The spatial definition of the plaza is developed 3 dimensionally, the idea of a 
huge enclosure structurally integrated with the flyover is considered, so that 
the language of the space is more integral. 
The enclosure appears as a screen covering the sky above the plaza and 
extends to the wall of the racecourse building to shelter the foyer area. 
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Strengthen the setting between the Xinhua 
News agency and the racecourse playground. 
+5.0 
\ 
Considering the location of the horseracing 
museum as a leak of the embraced area in the 
racecourse playground and the building strip of 
the racecourse as a long thick wall. The central 
area of the playground, which covered approx. 
14 hect open area within a dense city, creates 
an astonishing moment of holding the mass. 
The circular physical setting of the playground 
defined by the racetrack at the perimeter did not 
define the direction. Moreover the entrances to 
that area is not obvious. Based on the site 
condition. A new entrance is formed which 







The plaza is strategicallypositioned between 
the places where the collective memory is in 
great contrast. The area around the Xinhua 
building used to be the place for mass demon-
stration. The racecourse playground is the 
public leisure venue. The multi-characteristic 
of place is fused into the plaza 
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open up the 
ground level 
for public 
Modification on the circulation system 
Circulation that connecting the foyer and 
the racecourse building is converted to the 
horizontal passage external the race 
course building. Such arrangements will 
effective channel the people (especially the 
public platform) into the foyer without 
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foyer to the new entrance of the Xinhua Building 
foyer between the racecourse building and the cemetery 
LEVEL +5.0 
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Circulation that connecting the foyer 
and the racecourse building is converted 
to the horizontal passage external the 
race course building. Such arrangements 
will effective channel the people 
(especially the public platform) into the 
foyer without blocking the traffic at the 
Wong Nai Chung Road. 
1. The vehicular circulation along the 
Wong Nai Chung Road has been lift 
up to the existing flyover. Upper 
layer of flyover is created to 
connect the existing fly-over level. 
Such double decks vehicular 
circulation system pedestrained the 
Wong Nai Chung Road and form 
the foyer to the racecourse 
buildings, the cemetery, the Xinhua 
building, the racecourse playground 
and other additional functional 
areas. 
2. Underground car park is provided 
beneath the Wong Nai Chung Road. 
3. Public transport interchange is 
centralised at the end of the Wong 
Nai Chung Road. 
Abedreen 
multi-layers circulation systems: highway, road, 
carpark: "fly-bridge",foyer ’ 
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Expression of Power Through architectural 
elements 
1. Scale. The relative scale between the human 
being and the space is exaggerated by bigness. 
The Envelope above the plaza is 46m above 
the plaza. 
2. Structure. A concrete arm holding the double-
deck fly-over and the envelope is expressed in 
the enveloped space. Such bigness of structural 
element and incorporated with the infrastructure 
creates a strong and integral gesture of form in 
the site. 
Re-defining the program belief 
The activities of the new program are more diversify. 
Besides Mass dancing as proposed in the previous 
scheme. Performances, exhibitions, art workshops, 
are provided to widen the spectrum of users. Such 
variety of activities is organised by the Xinhua Radio 
station which will located at the Xinhua Building. 








study on variation of performance requirement in the plaza 
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RECORD ON FINAL DESIGN 
Mao's badge; mobile phone integrated with Xinhua radio receiving device; Horse Racing; Mass Dancing; 
News Broadcast; Mao and the peasant 
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SITE W I T H 
i IS T H E MAP IN 2 0 0 0 
M U C H 
FROM 
B U T SP IR ITUALLY 
THE CONCENTRATION OF 
MASS A N D THE CHINA 
MASS EXPRESSED 
OF QUANTITY OF 
FORM OF 
FORM 
MASS POWER WHEN 
MASS CARRIES A UNITED 
BEHAVIOUR A N D BELIEF, 
THE SHIFT OF SOVEREIGNTY 
POWER AFTER 1997. 
THE CHANGE OF FORM OF POWER 
AND ITS EXPRESSION 
POLICY OF ONE-COUNTRY-TWO 
THE 
GRAVES, A FACE THEY HAVEN'T 
T H I N K OF WHEN THEY ARE ALIVE, 
BUT STAND HERE EVEN LONGER 
T H A N THEIR LIVE. 
EVERY BODY NEEDS A MASK, EVEI 
THE NON-PHYSICAL BEINGS. 52 
� O N 
1. ART-ROOM 
2.AUDIO-VISUAL ROOM 
3. MULTI=PROPOSE FOYER 
4. READING ROOM 
5. WORKSHOPD 
6. GAME ROOM 
7. GALLERY 
8. PLAZA 
9. EVENT COURT 







1. SCENERY SHOP 
2. DANCING PRACTISE ROOM 

















2. OPTICS FIBRE 
3. MULLION 
4. PERFORATED METAL SCREEN 
5. SINGLE-REFLECTIVE GLASS 
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DETAIL ON OPERABLE ENCLOSURE 
SECTION THROUGH PLAZA 
1. operable enclosure 
2. perforated metal screen 
3. fabricated truss system 
4. mullion 
5. zinc gutter integrated with spotlights 
6. mi Id-steel pin-joint 
7. gutter support - triangule profile 
8. stiffening plates 
9. hydraulic arm 
10. lock for operable enclosure 
11. drain pipe 
12. marble finish 
13. reflector 
14. video & data graphic projector 
15. spotlights 
16. suspended aluminium panel 
17. retractable seating area 
18. movable timber floor 
19. timber floor 
20. hydraulic lifting system 
21 gutter 
22. single-reflective glass 





PLaza - painting 
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% 
This is the scenery at Wednesday afternoon, people participates the events on the complex. Horse racing, mass 
dancing, etc are ail organised by the Xinhua Radio station. 
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This is the scenery on every Sunday. The PLA performs matching on the plaza, a events attracts lots of spectators. The 
video screen allows a on-live and long-distance transmission of image and voices. 
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This is the foyer area between the racecourse building and the cemetery. The exhibition halls can be extended to the 
cemetery by opening up the fin doors. 
The screen wall is actively changing the atmosphere of the space by fusing the space with colour generated by the 
optic fibre beneath the screen wall. Large projection device creates an sensory overload environment to overlay the 





“The more you look at the same exact thing, the more meaning goes away, and the better and emptier you 
feel" 
quoted from Andy Warhol 
Andy Warhol was one of the most famous and influential Pop artists in American art history. The idea of Pop 
appeared when the urge of upgrading the commercial art as high art, which was initiated by the unprec-
edented exposure of mass culture to the public. 
After World War II, machines have been generally applied to everyday use. Trains have compressed our 
physical movement, same as TV has compressed our ability to read. TV media has taken the privilege of the 
low cost of repetitive broadcasting to strengthen the commercial value of the object. Neil Denari explains 
objects have its use value and exchange value. The use value is developed out of various existing or potential 
needs/ desires of culture. Despite the utilitarian value of the most objects, the possibility exists for any object 
to signify a status of itself on its user. That is the exchange value of the object, determined in the market 
system of all related objects. Here the object is a commodity, what follows from this is the symbolic or 
signform value of the object where performance, need, or utility fall away. It exists in superficial iconogra-
phy such as the image or the logo. Andy Warhol argued that in the world of interchangeable image, the 
exchange value of the object is meaningless, as same as the status of its user. 
The mechanical repetition of the Elvis's portrait, has robbing his of any sense of existence beneath the 
superficial image. In his picture, Andy Warhol had employed the techniques of silkscreen, which by nature is 
similar to the TV media by its repetitive production. It is an argument and denouncement on the mass media 
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by creating it and self-destructing it. Looking at the composition of the repetitive image of Elvis, one begin lose the 
focus. As Warhol said you can only see the front of the subject—the Mask, but not anything behind him. The character, 
the life, and the self are all detached from the picture. Warhol's picture is narrative. It involves the evolution of passion 
when reading it. As Warhol's comment on his own" the more you look at the same exact thing, the more meaning goes 
away, and the better and emptier you feel". It is a sad statement. We are living in the society where our interpretation is 
disrupted by the way we receive information. Everyday our urge grows stronger to get holds of an object at very close 
range by ways of its likeness, it reproduction. Neil Denari further explains that in such a fast moving society, repetition 
and similarity generates a set of defined characters that individual may read with confidence. 
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The Reichstag Project 
Claude Christo 
The ancient Greeks said that wonder was the beginning of all philosophy. A 
sense of wonder at trivialities and what is habitual and seemingly self-evident 
triggers off prolonged thinking about what seems obvious. Christo's art is al-
ways directed towards this philosophical dimension, to further meditation on 
what is familiar and habitual and aims to brings to our notice things which are 
near at hand and well-known, and which we easily overlook for just this reason. 
Reichstag parliament building is part of German history, and in certain sense its 
symbol. It records the most dramatic moment in German. The infamous fire in 
Reichstag, instigated by Hitler in 1933, which destroyed the dome of the building, 
was the signal for the Nazis to start to persecute the progressive elements and 
the Jews, and the organize the trial in Leipzig. Then in 1945 the Reichstag was 
terribly damaged in the Battle of Berlin. The Soviet made it a point to take the 
Reichstag. The building remained in ruins until the 1960s, and finally the West 
German government finances to restore. Under the control of the Soviets, the 
building was deprived of any political use. Its experience had derived an 
ambivalent feeling to the German. Is the Reichstag still possessed by German, 
or is it only retained the empty shell, which is filled with the glories and miseries 
of the past and its controversies and conflict? Why is the Reichstag regarded as 
a national monument, on the other hand, so irrevocably burdened with painful 
memories? Or is it because this empty Reichstag is itself a symbol of the partition, 
the tragic development of German history % and guilt? 
f f 
up to dn: 
Reichstag in wrap, 1994 
Reichstag, view of the east fa 浏 e, 1883 
The battle for Reichstag, 1945 
Reichstag, 1945. A victorious Soviet 
soldier raises the Red Flag 
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Under this context, Christo had initialed the project of wrapping Reichstag to 
arouse the passion and attention of the public, which had been sunken for a long 
time. The projects last for 22 years since 1971, across the significant moment of 
the demolition of Berlin wall in 1989. The project has connected with an altered 
situation and connection. The veiling 3/4 the mask is a transformation process 
which associates an open interpretation which is subject to the reader's memory, 
to open up a dialogue between people and history. As Christo said, "the veiling 
project is not about devaluing something, but rather about emphasizing it. It is 
about a deeply felt piety." 
To achieve such a neutral character in the project, the veiling expression under 
the complicated context is a successful selection. However, the following fact is 
also decisive. The project did not cost the German taxpayer one penny. Christo 
is not interested in subsidies. He finances his own projects to retain his intellectual 
individuality. 
Christo's art seeks the public. It is not feasible without publicity or the 
participation of the public. It requires active, not only passive, public participation. 
It is constructed in such a way as to give rise to lasting reflections on it. It is 
important for Christo that the public is not only represented through the 
technicians, workmen, professionals, and students who take part in the project, 
but also through the general public the mass, which is represented by its 
members of parliament, politicians, press and television. Public and official 
opinions and statements about any Christo's projects are for him an integral part 
of his work. 
up to dn: 
The ruins of the Reichstag, with the dome 
burned out, 1946 
Freedom demonstration on the Platz der 
Republik in front of the Reichstag, May 
n 1950 
The Reichstag after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, November 10^ 1989 
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Fremont Street Experience 
The Jerde Partnership 
Fremont Street is Las Vegas's downtown, and location of its first gambling establishment. The area was 
incorporated into the city in 1905 and become an avenue flux with entertainment, gambling, etc. 
However, in recent years Fremont Street and the surrounding area have descended into economic decline and 
urban degeneration, as have many other big city main streets in the US. By the early 90s, Fremont Street had 
lost a large chunk of its customer base to the more family-oriented strip, and had become a tawdry, crime-
ridden neighborhood, passed through by tourists by day and frequented largely by the homeless and die-hard 
gamblers. 
Furthermore, Fremont Street is the City of Las Vegas while the Strip is in the country. Its tax revenues are a 
vital source of income to the City. In a bit to stop the rot of downtown Las Vegas, a consortium of casino 
operators entered into a public/private downtown revitalization enterprise. They finally agreeing on a project, 
which involved the roofing over Fremont Street, enshrining the casinos and transforming the area into a 
giant, controlled, pedestrianised urban-entertainment experience. 
The Fremont Street Experience exhibits two characteristics that qualify as cardinal virtues in Las Vegas. One 
is bigness, and the other is sensory overload. 
The Fremont Street Experience consists of 90-foot-high-space-frame 'celestial vault' which cover four blocks 
(4.03 acres) and carries a Sky Parade and a digitized "light spectacular". It transforms the street into a ‘foyer, 
for the Fremont Street casinos, which, collectively, now have more gambling facilities and hotel rooms than 
any casino on the Strip. 
The strategy of the Fremont Street Experience is to unify the existing neon and blinking lights into a single 
mega attraction with the same power as a theme park. Experience is a dramatic concept that may alleviate the 
degeneration of downtown, and it might even serve as a catalyst for a comprehensive revitalization of the 
area. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR LEE KOK SHAI 
The following is the record of the interview on 1-12-99 with the Professor Lee who has written several 
papers on the issue of the Xinhua News agency. It includes the one named "The Xinhua News Agency's 
Function and Role" recored on the Asian Studies (160). He is the vice-president on the Asian-study department 
in Chu-hai College. 
Q.l Why is the Xinhua News Agency located in Happy Valley, a place which is a little bit strange, as it is 
always a taboo for the Chinese people to stay close to the cemetery. 
A. The organization has actually undergone four relocations. It starts in a small office, and then moves to a 
larger one as its function became more and more important as the 1997 was approaching. At the 1970，s 
when the communication between the China government and the British become intensive on the issue 
of the sovemigty return of Hong Kong, larger office space is required by the China Government. As you 
know, the News agency functions more than its name. It is actually the highest representative of the 
China Authority in Hong Kong. The British Government rent the place to the organization in very low 
rent. In fact, the site, which is near the hill, provides a good defense in case of any attack. Such a castle-
like appearance also suggests the importance of the security of the building. 
Q.2 What departments do the organization consist of? 
A. The Xinhua News agency consists of big office and the small office. The Big office is now located at the 
happy valley, which is the Chinese authorized organization. It is not being called the ambassador of the 
China, as it is embarrassing to claim the China official as ambassador in a country, which initially belong 
to them. The small office is now located at the Wanchai, which bear the real responsibility of the news 
agency, to collect the news from worldwide and broadcast them to different channel. In fact the Xinhua 
News agency is being placed in the top 10 of the world news agencies. 
The Big office consists of several sub-departments 
1. Human affair and resources department 
It is responsible for the structure of the organization. It includes the structure of the organization itself 
and also the affairs related to the government parties. 
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2. Advertising department 
It is responsible for the internal policy communication within the organization and also in charge of the 
policy of advertising the new policy to the external. 
3. United Front department 
It usually approaches those people with high social status to unite their thinking and viewpoint, such that 
they become in the same line as the government. Since they are influential in the society, gaining their 
support will return in great return. For example, there is a lot of Hong Kong millionaires being persuade 
to invest in China with special benefit and condition. 
4. Education department 
They organize the educational policy in some of the "left-school" in Hong Kong. It is more focus on the 
young people. 
5. Economic department 
There is some Chinese organization invests and forms their business center in Hong Kong. Under the 
regulation of the China government, they are being controlled financially on the policy they made. 
6. "Women and the Young" department 
This department focuses on low social status people in Hong Kong, the majority. It organizes some 
activities to gather this group of people and infiltrate the idea about China to them. Therefore those 
activities are attractive and casual which includes the organization of tourist trip to China, some book 
fairs, Banquet of drink and dance, etc. 
7. Security department 
It is responsible for the security of the organization and the important people involved in special 
occasions. 
Q.3 How to infiltrate the idea of China in such leisure activities? 
A. The more you make contact to the organization, the more your mind is being affected. 
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Q.4 What is the future role of the Xinhua News Agency after 1997? Is that they have not announced any 
changes? 
A. You are right; they have not announced any changes they made. In fact they don't know how to 
change. They want to observe more before making any decision. What I expect in the future about the 
reorganization of the organization, is it will eliminate the big office, remaining the small office as the 
name claimed for. Because after 1997, the China authority has gained the power of Hong Kong in 
terms of the military and the foreign affairs, according to the Basic law. Also, after 1997，there is a lot 
of works mainly for the affair of the sovereignty return has been finished. Some department becomes 
not necessary. 
Q.5 Then, It seems pretty clear, how they should change, according to the principle of the Basic law and 
the "one country, two systems" that the organization should not interfere with the Hong Kong Affair. 
Moreover, Hong Kong has became part of China, a "Ambassador" of his own nation is even stranger 
than before 1997, isn't it? 
A. First of all, they may not know how to do. Or, they may not trust the Hong Kong government to rule 
according to the principle of the Basic law. It is the old problem of the China Authority. An example is 
in Shanghai where the central policy I always announced through the new agency instead of being 




The idea of “one country, two systems' 
A comprehensive historical reference on the idea of “one country, two systems" is extracted from the book 
“A Glossary of Political terms of the People's Republic of China” written by Kwok-Sing Li [Kwok-sing Li, 
^ Glossary of political terms of the People，s Republic of China, (trans. Mary Lok), Hong Kong: University 
Press of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1995, p.524-527] 
The idea of “one country, two systems" was conceived by China. Under the prerequisite of a unified China, 
the mainland upholds its socialist system while Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan continue to operate under 
capitalism. China has formulated this strategic policy to unite the nation by peaceful means, to solve the 
Taiwan problems, and to regain the sovereignty of Hong Kong and Macau. 
As early as 28 April 1957, in a meeting with the people from Shanghai Industrial and Commerce Sector, 
Premier Shou Enlai expressed his idea on the "Hong Kong Question": "Hong Kong is a pure capitalist 
market; it cannot become socialist, nor should it be socialist. To survive and develop, Hong Kong must 
operate completely under capitalism." He also said: "One day we will regain sovereignty over Hong Kong". 
{40 years of Chinese Communist Party Rule, p. 126) 
The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh CPC Central Committee was held in December 1978. The session 
affirmed Deng Xiaoping's role as the country's leader. In January 1980 he spoke of the "three major tasks in 
China unification." As for implementing "peaceful unification," Deng Xiaoping agrees with Zhou Enlai to 
give special consideration to the situations in Hong Kong and Macau and to put forward the policy of "one 
country, two systems." This policy was originally designed for the Taiwan problem but was adopted to solve 
first the Hong Kong question. The content of the policy expanded gradually. Deng Xiaoping said: 
The idea of "one country, two systems ” had first been suggested not in connection with Hong Kong but in 
connection with Taiwan. The nine principles proposed by Ye Jianying, Chairman of the Standing Committee 
of the National People ’s Congress, on the eve of National Day were not summed up in the formula “one 
country, two systems, “ but that is in fact what they meant. And when the Hong Kong question was put on the 
table two years ago, we presented the idea of "one country, two systems. ” (Deng Xiaoping, Fundamental 
Issues in Present Day China, p.94) 
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The sentence "the Hong Kong question was put on the table two years ago" referred to British Prime Minister 
Margret Thatcher's visit to Beijing on September 1982 to talk about the Hong Kong question. Deng Xiaoping 
claimed that the “one country, two systems" idea was proposed at that time. In fact China made only the 
announcement that "China will take back the entire territory of Hong Kong when conditions are right": it 
never mentioned how this would be done. (People ’s Daily, 1 October 1982) 
On 4 December 1982, the new Constitution was adopted at the Fifth Session of the Fifth National People's 
Congress. Article 31’ Chapter One, General Principles, stipulates that “the state may establish special 
administrative regions shall be prescribed by law enacted by the National People's Congress in the light of 
specific conditions.” {The Constitution of the People ’s Republic of China 1982, p.24) This became the legal 
basis for the "one country, two systems" idea. 
On 26 June 1983, Deng Xiaoping met with Yang Liyu, professor from Seton Hall University, New Jersey, 
U.S.A. During the meeting he discussed the principle of peaceful reunification of the Chinese mainland and 
Taiwan, and proposed setting up a "Taiwan special administrative region" after reunification. The concept 
“one country, two systems" had not yet emerged. He said: 
The most important issue is the reunification of motherland. Peaceful reunification has become the common 
aim of the KMT and the Communist Party. The idea is not that we swallow you up, or the other way 
round... .After reunification with the motherland, the Taiwan special administrative region will assume a 
unique character and my practice a social system different from that of the mainland. It will enjoy independent 
judicial power and there will be no need to go to Beijing for final adjudication. What is more, it may maintain 
its own army, provided it does not threaten the mainland. The mainland will not station anyone in Taiwan. 
Neither troops nor administrative personnel will go there. The party, government and military systems of 
Taiwan will be governed by the Taiwan authorities themselves. A number of posts in the central government 
will be made available to Taiwan. (Deng Xiaoping, Fundamental Issues in Present Day China, 
On 22-23 June 1984, Deng Xiaoping held separate talks with members of a Hong Kong industrial and 
commercial delegation and with Zhong Shiyuan and other prominent Hong Kong figures. The concept of 
"one country, two systems" was proposed. Deng said: 
When we adopt the policy of "one country, two systems “ to solve the Hong Kong question, we are not acting 
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on impulse or playing tricks but are proceeding from reality and taking into full account the past and 
present circumstances of Hong Kong. 
The concept of "one country, two systems ” has been formulated to suit China，s realities, and it has attracted 
international attention. China has not only the Hong Kong problem to tackle but also the Taiwan problem. 
脈 at is the solution to the Taiwan problem? Is it for socialism to swallow up Taiwan, or for the "Three 
People，s Principles "preached by Taiwan to swallow up the mainland? The answer is neither. If the problem 
cannot be solved by peaceful means, then it must be solved by force. Neither side would benefit from that. 
Reunification of the motherland is the aspiration of the whole nation. If it cannot be accomplished in 100 
years, it will be in 1,000 years. As I see it, the only solution lies in the implementation of two systems in one 
country. 
购 are pursuing a policy of "one country, two systems : More specifically, this means that within the People ’s 
Republic of China, the mainland with its one billion people will maintain the socialist system, while Hong 
Kong and Taiwan continue under the capitalist system. (Deng Xiaoping, Fundamental Issues in Present 
Day China, p.48-50) 
On 26 September 1984, China and British drafted a "Joint Declaration on the Issue of Hong Kong." On 19 
December the "Sino-British Joint Declaration" was officially signed. On the same day Deng Xiaoping met 
with the British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher. In his talk with Mrs. Thatcher he shortened the term “one 
country, two systems" into "Yi guo liang zhi" and offered his explanation: 
If the concept of "one country, two systems” has international significance, that should be attributed to 
Marxist dialectical materialism and historical materialism, or in the words of Chairman Mao Zedong, to 
the principle of seeking truth from facts. This concept was formulated on the basis of China，s realities. The 
practical problem confronting China was how to settle the questions of Hong Kong and Taiwan. There were 
two possible ways: one was peaceful, the other non-peaceful To settle the Hong Kong question peacefully, 
had to take into consideration the actual conditions in Hong Kong, China, and Great Britain. In other 
words, the way in which we settled the question had to be accepted to all three parties Va to the people of 
China, of Britain and of Hong Kong. If we had wanted to achieve reunification by imposing socialism on 
Hong Kong, the Hong Kong people would have rejected it and so would the British people. Reluctant 
acquiescence on their part would only have led to turmoil Even if there had been no armed conflict, Hong 
Kong would have become a bleak city with a host of problems. And that is not something we would have 
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•他攻 So the only solution to the Hong Kong question that would be acceptable to all three parties was the 
“蒙 country, two systems ” arrangement, under which Hong Kong would be allowed to retain its capitalist 
system and to maintain its status as a free port and a financial center. There was no other alternative. (Deng 
Xiaoping, Fundamental Issues in Present Day China, p.93-94) 
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